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The Texas Effect

On September 1, 2021 TX SB 8 went into effect banning  abortion around six weeks of pregnancy and 

creating a  legal right for “abortion bounty hunters” to sue anyone who “aids or abetts” someone in 

accessing an abortion in violation of the law.

This law incentivizes private citizens to report any people they believe helped someone access abortion 

care with a $10,000 bounty. 

On Monday November 1, patients and providers from Texas had their day in court.

Extremists in the Missouri legislature have already pledged to introduce a TX SB 8 copycat bill.



Public Opinion
In a Navigator poll in September 2021, 58% of Americans oppose SB8 when it is described as the “the 

nation’s most restrictive abortion law” and 54% oppose it when described as a ban on “most abortions 

after six weeks of pregnancy.”

A Monmouth poll in September 2021 found that seven in ten Americans (70%) disapprove of allowing 

private citizens to use lawsuits to enforce the Texas law and 8 in 10 Americans (81%) disapprove of giving 

$10,000 to private citizens. 

A majority of the public (54%) disagrees with the Supreme Court allowing the Texas law to go into effect. 

The Monmouth poll finds favorable views of the Supreme Court have declined. Currently, 42% approve 

and 45% disapprove of the job the Court is doing, compared to 2016 when 49% approved and 33% 

disapproved.

https://conwaystrategic.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b5f41228af79aef4058b9d435&id=babe55e6a8&e=8235242365
https://conwaystrategic.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b5f41228af79aef4058b9d435&id=90a7f3226f&e=8235242365


Patient Impact

Abortion in TX fell 50% in 30 days after ban implemented

Most impacted:people of color, people who use Medicaid, people who live in rural areas, people in the 

LGBTQ+ community, and more

1,082% increase in patients with TX zip codes seeking abortion at PP centers outside TX, compared to 

September 2020 and 2019

Patients are scared. Patients are confused.  Patients are being forced to travel thousands of miles across 

state lines or carry pregnancies against their will

This law sows chaos and confusion and interferes with health care providers’ ability to deliver safe, 

evidence-based care to patients at all times.

Patients from surrounding states like Oklahoma, New Mexico and Colorado are being forced to wait 
longer or travel out of those states as providers struggle to serve the increased volume of TX patients 



Missouri’s new “defund” effort through rule changes

● The new rule is discriminatory and singles out patients who rely on Planned Parenthood. 

● Missouri politicians are attempting to apply conditions and scrutiny no other qualified 

Medicaid provider in Missouri will have to face. 

● Missouri politicians tried it once and they’re trying it again — to weaponize a regulatory 

scheme they set up in order to dismantle access to basic health care. The conflation of RHS 

and PPSLRSWMO is intentional. 

● It’s no coincidence this attack comes at the moment 275,000 more Missourians have 

become eligible for Medicaid, an expansion of health care access these same politicians 

fought to stop.

● Singling out Planned Parenthood is a violation of Medicaid law and could jeopardize the 

state’s entire Medicaid program, which would leave many patients scrambling to find 

available and qualified Medicaid providers.



Research Informed Approach to Abortion Messaging



Labels Don’t Work
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