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An Open Letter: Members of California’s AAPI Community Call Out Racialized Misogyny and Hypersexualization in 
American Society 

We, the undersigned, are calling out a legacy of hypersexualization and fetishization of Asian American and Pacific Islander 
women. Because it’s time to talk about it. 

The white supremacist terrorist attack in Georgia, where the gunman targeted three Asian businesses and killed mostly 
Asian women, highlights the sexualized racism Asian women have endured for years, including right here in California. And 
when sexual addiction, not racism, is cited as the root issue, it shows just how pervasive fetishized and hypersexualized 
stereotypes of Asian women are within our culture.  

Over the last year, nearly 3,800 anti-AAPI hate incidents have been reported to the Stop AAPI Hate reporting center. Of 
those incidents, roughly half occurred in California, making our state the first in the nation for hate incident reports. And 
the evidence shows that women are disproportionately targeted, making up 63% of all recorded occurrences.  

Media and law enforcement in Georgia, and across the nation, have been slow to name this most recent attack as both 
sexist and racist, furthering the trauma Asian women continue to experience. We have been hypersexualized and fetishized 
for centuries. It’s become a practice that has been so normalized, we are forced to carry this trauma on our own, day after 
day. This racist sexualization is a particular kind of dehumanization for Asian women. From sexual come-ons ignorantly 
intended as a joke or even a compliment, to toxic stereotypes that reinforce submissiveness, to violent assaults, Asian 
women are locked in a society that has profited off of and perpetuated our hypersexualization.  

The stereotypes perpetuated throughout our culture, the criminal justice system, the media, and in Hollywood — they 
impact our everyday lives and how we navigate our way through society. Repeated portrayals of either a “China Doll” or a 
“Dragon Lady” as well as forced submissive, hypersexual, or exotic representations, have contributed to an intersection of 
racism and misogyny uniquely dangerous to Asian women. Worse, it is so normalized in our culture, our institutions remain 
complicit in what can ultimately lead to violence.  

The racialized misogyny experienced by Asian American and Pacific Islander women dehumanizes us and is rooted in white 
supremacy and hate.  

It’s time to call out hate when we see it. It can no longer be ignored or tolerated. 

We’re calling out the hypersexualization of Asian women in movies. We’re calling out harmful stereotypes in our schools. 
We’re calling out racist comments in our workplaces. We’re calling out the headlines in the media that dismiss racist 
behavior against Asian women. 

We’re calling out for our friends, families, and colleagues to join us in our anti-racism work. We’re calling for an end to the 
widespread rhetoric that spurs violent acts of hate. We’re calling out for help in fighting back against a patriarchal, 
misogynist system and societal mentality that exploits and victimizes women in our communities. 
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Katherine J. Lee 
Board member, Pacific Asian 
American Women Bay Area 
Coalition 

 

 Jennifer McCormick 
CEO, American Freight 
Logistics 

 

 

 Lorna Randlett 
CEO, Leaders Forum 
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Chief Of Staff, California State 
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 Darlene Chiu 
Executive Director, Global SF 

 

 

 Nilda Valmores 
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Nancy Bui-Thompson 
President, Board of Directors, 
Sacramento Municipal Utility 
District 

 

 Jennifer Wada 
Principal, Wada Government 
Relations LLC 
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Secretary, California 
Democratic Party 
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Islander Legislative Caucus, 
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District Director, Office of 
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 Ellen Shiau 
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Alliance and United Domestic 
Workers 
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Attorney/Partner, Goldfarb & 
Lipman LLP 
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Board Chairman, Chinese 
American Service League 

 

 Victoria Tung 
Chair, Board of Directors, 
Silicon Valley Council of Non 
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 Dr. Chelsy Pham 
CIO, San Joaquin Delta College 

 

 

 Danni Wang 
Communications Director, 
Senator Dave Min 
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Director of External Relations, 
The Education Trust-West 
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Director of Regulatory Affairs, 
Clean Power Alliance of 
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Executive Assistant, City of 
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Mary Jung 
Former Chair, San Francisco 
Democratic Party, ` 

 

 Susan Lew 
President, Asian Americans in 
Action 

 

 

 Pat Chirapravati 
Professor, CSUS 

 

Sujatha Moni 
Professor, CSUS 

 

 

 rita cameron wedding 
Professor, Sacramento State 
University 

 

 

 Raghu Trichur 
Professor, Sacramento State 
University, Sacramento, CA. 

 

 Tina Zicari 
Professor, UC Davis 

 

 

 Renee Tajima-Peña 
Professor, UCLA 

 

 

 Sonya Logman 
Senior Advisor, California 
Department of Public Health 

 

 Tami Bui 
Senior Government Affairs 
Manager, Turo 

 

 

 Rebecca Lee 
Senior Manager of 
Government Affairs, NRG 
Energy, Inc 

 

 

 Deepa Sharma 
Treasurer, California 
Democratic Party Asian Pacific 
Islander Caucus 

 

 

Jihee Huh 
Vice Chairman, Pafco 

 

 

 Steve Song 
VP, ZOOMLION Capital 

 

 

 Crystal Strait 
Advocate  

 

 
Sally Westlake 
AICO, State of California 
Department of insurance 

 

 

 Grace Chang 
Artist  

 

 

 Thet Shein Win 
Artist, Writer, Cultural 
Anthropologist, Mother  

 

 Nancy Lee 
Attorney 

 

 

 Belle Yang 
Author Illustrator  

 

 

 Maw Shein Win 
Author, Educator  

 

 
Nomi Nguyen 
Beauty Stylist, Nordstrom 

 

 

 Ashish Malik 
Business owner  

 

 

 Nikita Patil-Bytel 
CA Legislative Advocate, 
NRDC 

 

 Helen Hwang 
Campaigns Director, 
Accelerator for America 
Action 

 

 

 Rosalyn Chen 
Chair of Board of Directors, 
Every Woman Treaty 

 

 

 Christina Bui 
Chief Revenue Officer, Kranz 

 

 
Ann Tran, PhD 
Clinical Psychologist, Small 
business owner 

 

 

 Christine Oh 
Coach and Consultant  

 

 

 Sabrina Moyle 
Co-Founder, Hello!Lucky 
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Iso Nakasato 
Community Outreach Analyst, 
California Department of 
Insurance 

 

 Jane Chin 
Community Volunteer, 
Chinatown Community 
Development Center 

 

 

 Haley Neih 
Development Associate, New 
Energy Nexus 

 
Satomi Rash-Zeigler 
Director of Program 
Development and Outreach, 
SD&I Labor Council 

 

 

 Mary R. Lee 
Director, Conflicts of Interest 
Office, Stanford University 

 

 

 Jennifer Huang 
director/producer, 
Treeclimber Media 

 

 Dr. Doan-Nhu BUI 
 

 

 

 Dr.Rachel Chen 
 

 

 

 Luisa Blue 
Executive VP (ret), Service 
Employees International 
Union 

 

 

Pamela Tom 
Filmmaker, New Moon 
Pictures 

 

 

 Fay C Meng 
Financial Advisor, UBS 

 

 

 Judy Ki 
Former CAPIAA Commissioner  
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Former Federal Chief 
Sustainability Officer, Obama 
White House 

 

 

 Rebecca Padnos Altamirano 
Founder, Tangelo 

 

 

 Carla Carr 
Friends' Committee,  
My Sisters House 

 

 Elaine Chiao 
Friends' Committee,  
My Sisters House 

 

 

 Kathryn Doi 
Friends' Committee,  
My Sister's House 
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General Counsel & Director of 
Policy, Marin Clean Energy 
(MCE) 

 

 

Catherine Tran 
Head of Operations, VL 
Properties 

 

 

 Julia Zhu 
Lawyer, Reed Smith 
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Lobbyist  

 

 
Annie Ye 
Manager, East West Bank 
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Manager  

 

 

 Stefanie Cruz 
Media Consultant  

 

 
Amy J Wang 
Meditation teacher, CCP 

 

 

 Diane Ujiiye 
Minister, AAPI Christians for 
Social Justice 

 

 

 Jeanelle Loui 
Office Manager, Office of the 
Lieutenant Governor 

 

 Sherry 
Owner  

 

 

 Joan Haratani 
Partner, Morgan Lewis 

 

 

 Kristina Wong 
Performance Artist, Auntie 
Sewing Squad 
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Lourdes S. Tancinco 
President CEO, TANCINCO 
LAW. P.C. 

 

 Megha Kadakia 
Producer, Blue Velocity 
Pictures 

 

 

 Tonia Chao Hsieh 
Producer, KarMa Pictures 

 

Mona Lisa Yuchengco 
Publisher, 
PositivelyFilipino.com 

 

 

 Hạnh Phúc Hứa 
Realtor  

 

 

 Olivia Lee 
Recording Secretary, Los 
Angeles County Democratic 
Party 

 

 

Jamie fang 
Seld employee  

 

 

 Tammy Tran 
Senior Manager, Local Public 
Affairs, Southern California 
Edison 

 

 

 Maia Peterson 
Student, Tufts University 

 

 
Betty Chu 
Technical Program Manager, 
Williams-Sonoma Inc. 

 

 

 Donna Estacio 
Vice President, Brookfield 
Properties 

 

 

 Minna Tao 
VP & Director, Recology 

 

 
Catherine Buan 
VP IR, Asana 

 

 

 Valerie Ho 
, Asian community United. 

 

 

 Ada Yu 
  

 

 
Aileen Sagara 
  

 

 

 Alissa Ko 
  

 

 

 Arcadi Kolchak 
  

 

 
Atalie Chan 
  

 

 

 Beverly Ng 
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 Chanthip Phongkhamsavath 
  

 

 

 Chesley Ong 
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 Cora Tellez 
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 Denise Suen 
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Diane Mori-Stewart 
  

 

 Ditka Reiner 
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Dorene Liu 
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 Michaelle McGaraghan 
  

 

 
Michelle Zhang 
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Monica Tong 
  

 

 

 Neeta Bidwai 
  

 

 

 Nicole brisco 
  

 

 
Nicole Briscoe 
  

 

 

 Nicole Kwon 
  

 

 

 Noriko Lim-Tepper 
  

 

 
Palma you 
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 Pauline Ang 
  

 

 
Quynh-An Phan 
  

 

 

 Rhea Willoughby 
  

 

 

 Rina Wang 
  

 

 
Sandy Mori 
  

 

 

 Shan Mukhtar 
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Sheena Nadeau 
  

 

 Stephanie Chen 
  

 

 

 Stephanie Cheng 
  

 

Susan Woo-Fukuda 
  

 

 

 Tania Gray 
  

 

 

 Tiffany Black 
  

 

 
Tina Russell 
  

 

 

 Tina Yang 
  

 

 

 Trinh Pham 
  

 

 
Victoria Alvarado 
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