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GOAL:

To extend MO HealthNet benefits to new mothers who qualify for services from 60 days to
12-24 months, with particular consideration given to those new mothers with mental and
behavioral health issues, including substance use.

15 percent of women experience perinatal anxiety or
depression. Early intervention can translate into
lifelong benefits for moms and their kids.6

Access to family planning services, which are included
in MO HealthNet benefits, plays a key role in birth
spacing and reduced risk for poor birth outcomes,
such as preterm birth and low birth weight.1

Uninsured women and their newborns
receive, on average, less prenatal care
and fewer perinatal services.2

Infants of uninsured women are more likely to die
than those of insured women.
2

The Missouri Family
Support Division
determined that
approximately 24,000
women annually lose
their MO HealthNet
coverage postpartum.5

MO HealthNet Extension as a Solution to the
Opioid Epidemic in Missouri

According to a recent Missouri Hospital Association report,
Missouri has seen a 538% increase
in babies born addicted to
3
opiates in the last 10 years. Extending MO HealthNet services by
12-24 months would provide more positive outcomes for
families struggling with substance use disorders.
Generally, for residential or outpatient treatment, participation for
less than 90 days is of limited effectiveness, and treatment
lasting significantly longer is recommended for maintaining
positive outcomes.4
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